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cratlc inhabitants, and, of course, most of the office-
holders. Until the actual outbreak of hostilities they
upheld the King's cause with more chivalry than
discretion, and then they migrated to Nova Scotia
and to England, and bore the penalty of confiscation
and the corroding distress of exile. In England dur-
ing this winter, Pitt and Burke had defended the Col-
onies and the Whig minority had supported them.
Even Lord North used conciliatory suggestions, but
with him conciliation meant that the Colonies should
withdraw all their offensive demands and kneel be-
fore the Crown in penitent humiliation before a new
understanding could be thought oL

Meanwhile Colonel Washington was in Virginia
running his plantations to the best of his ability and
with his mind made up. He wrote to his friend
Bryan Fairfax (July 20, 1774):

As I see nothing, on the one hand, to induce a belief
that the Parliament would embrace a favorable oppor-
tunity of repealing acts, which they go on with great
rapidity to pass, and in order to enforce their tyrannical
system; and on the other, I observe, or think I observe,
that government is pursuing a regular plan at the ex-
pense of law and justice to overthrow our constitutional
rights and liberties, how can I expect any redress from a
measure, which has been ineffectually tried already?
For, Sir, what is it we are contending against? Is it
against paying the duty of three pence per pound on
tea because burthensome? No, it is the right only, we
have all along disputed, and to this end we have alreadyHf 20^-10.with heavy taxes,
